Duo Zoco
Jacob Cordover, guitar & Laura Karney, oboe & Cor Anglais 
Duo Zoco is an exciting ensemble in which Jacob Cordover (Spain/Australia) and Laura Karney (Spain/USA) bring together the diverse elements of the oboe and guitar. Duo Zoco has been heard in concert in Canada, Australia, England, the USA, Germany, France, Italy and Spain including performances at the Leicester Festival (UK), 1o Festival Internazionale del Coros (Sardinia, Italy) and the Festival de Musique Classique (Midi-Pyrénées, France). 
The Spanish derivative of the Arabic word for market, a zoco was a place where a myriad of sights, sounds, smells, and tastes of the exotic mingled. It is in this spirit that the oboe and the guitar come together, merging their individual sounds to play an eclectic mix of musical styles. From Baroque to Romantic, Classical to Contemporary, European to the Americas, Duo Zoco creates an experience full of exotic sounds, musical textures and atmospheres.  

They pair met whilst Artists in Residence at the Banff Centre for the Arts in Canada and in this setting they first performed together. Intrigued and surprised by the beauty created when the sounds of their instruments blended Mr. Cordover and Ms. Karney decided to form a duo.  Unperturbed by the scarcity of repertoire originally written for this combination of instruments, Duo Zoco began collecting repertoire in Banff and since then have discovered a plethora of works that suit the combination of sounds beautifully.  As there is little original repertoire for this unique pair, many of the arrangements have been done by the duo themselves, and their diverse repertoire now includes Baroque sonatas, early Classical arias, Romantic lieder, Argentinean Tango and contemporary works.  The belief in the continuing development of classical music has lead Duo Zoco to commission and premiere several works by both up and coming and well established composers. 

In recent years, Duo Zoco has worked with specialist Carlo Barone on the historically informed style and performance practice of early 19th Century music. Through their performances of this repertoire on original period instruments, audiences have been able to rediscover the excitement and drama of music inspired by Italian Opera.

 Laura Karney – oboe and English horn
Currently residing in Barcelona, Spain Laura Karney is an oboist whose free-lance career has so far spanned 13 countries across 3 continents.  Hugely varied in her interests, Ms. Karney can be heard performing on both oboe and English horn, in concerts ranging from historically informed performances of Baroque and Classical repertoire on period instruments to working with contemporary composers and ensembles and giving world premieres. 

Ms. Karney has worked with the SEM ensemble, Alarm Will Sound, Cosmopolitan City Orchestra, Peconic Chamber Orchestra, Britten Sinfonia, the Lisbon Metropolitan Orchestra, the Südwestdeutsche Philharmonie Konstanz and the Orquesta de Valencia in Spain. She is also a founding member of Zoco, a guitar and oboe duo, the Prestige Quartet a wind ensemble, the Skogensemble a small chamber ensemble currently working on a chamber opera by a American composer Ellen Lindquist and the multimedia chamber music ensemble Ardesco, comprising of string quartet, bass, oboe and lighting designer

The foundations of her performing career came from her undergraduate and post graduate studies in oboe at the Eastman School of Music in Rochester, New York, and the Hochschule for Musik in Trossingen, Germany under the tutelage of the internationally renowned oboists Richard Killmer and Nicholas Daniel, and her work with Martin Stadler and Carlo Barone on historical oboes.  

Jacob Cordover - guitar
Jacob Cordover enjoys a vibrant and varied international career. He has appeared on stage throughout Australia, Canada, the USA, Spain, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Italy and the United Kingdom as a soloist and in his chamber ensembles, Zoco (with oboist Laura Karney) and the Australian Guitar Duo (with Rupert Boyd). His solo CD Stélé, recorded in 2004, is regularly featured on Australian radio and was hailed by Classical Guitar Magazine (UK) as “wonderfully sympathetic and highly accomplished... Cordover managing to get to the very soul of this striking and brilliant music.”

Following his debut as soloist with the Orquestra Simfònica de Balears “Ciutat de Palma” conducted by Geoffrey Simon, Mr. Cordover was praised as an “excellent guitarist” by the music critic for the Spanish publication Ultima Hora. Mr. Cordover has also appeared as soloist with and the Orchestra dell’Accademia l’Ottocento conducted by Carlo Barone. Working regularly with Maestro Barone on the application of appropriate performance practice of 19th Century music, Mr. Cordover regularly performs this repertoire on a variety of period guitars.

Complementing his performance schedule, Mr. Cordover has won numerous prizes and awards in international competitions the world over including a 1st at the Concurso Internacional de Guitarra in Córdoba, Spain, a 1st at the Sydney Perforeming Arts Challenge in Sydney, Australia and a 3rd at the Performing Australian Music Competition in London, UK.  Mr. Cordover has also been the recipient of grants from the Australia Council for the Arts, Arts Tasmania, the Ian Potter Cultural Trust, the Australian National University Friends of the School of Music, artsACT, Swiss Global Artistic Foundation and the Australian Music Foundation.

